
Notice to Producers Enrolling in 

Program Year 2016 Ag-BMP 

Programs 

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

Please note that you are only requesting consideration for cost share funding.  You are NOT 
guaranteed funding. James River SWCD uses a ranking system to determine who is eligible for 
cost-share funding based on location within a Priority Hydrologic Unit as approved by the 
Department of Conservation and Recreation, a conservation efficiency factor as generated by 
the tracking program, past participation in SWCD programs, and other measurements of 
pollution reduction. Approval of cost-share indicates that you are eligible for funding.  Funding 
will be disbursed based on ranking and availability of funding.  If enough funds are available to 
fund all contracts, then all participants will receive funding. 

 

Ranking Considerations for Program Year 2016 

Priority Considerations: (As set by the Department of Conservation and Recreation) –  

1. Candidates within the highest ranking hydrologic units will be given first consideration.  

These rankings are provided by the Department of Conservation and Recreation.  

Descending priority will be given to those in lower ranked units.   

2. Candidates that are located within or upstream of a TMDL stream will be given priority. 
3. Participants applying for funds in fields that are at least 1/3 Highly Erodible Land. 
4. Participants with comprehensive conservation plans will be given priority. 

 
Secondary Consideration: (As set by James River SWCD)- 
 

1. Practices on land with a high leaching index will be given priority. 
2. Conservation Efficiency Factor (CEF) projects with the lowest CEF will be given priority. 
3. Practices that exclude the largest number of animal units from the greatest length of 

stream will be given priority. 
4. Acreage of practice with larger acreages being given highest priority. 
5. New participants (no cost-share in the past 5 years) will be given priority. 

 

 
 

 



 

Cover Crops 

The deadline to sign-up for cover crops is October 9, 2015. 

By this date, producers should have identified: 

 Fields that will be planted in cover crop 

 Planting date deadline for which they wish to receive cost-share 

 Type of cover crop they wish to plants 

For those who have participated in this practice before, a nutrient management plan is 
required.  Please inform staff if one needs to be developed or your current plan is expiring. 
 

Good growth of cover crops must be visible by December 1. 
 

No nutrients can be applied before March 1. 
 

Cover crop must remain in place until March 15. 
 

 

Split Application of Nitrogen to Small Grain 

 

Deadline for sign-up is January 15, 2015. Requires nutrient management plan. 

 

Split Application of Nitrogen to Corn 

 

Deadline for sign-up is March 15, 2015. Requires nutrient management plan. 

 

*All Nutrient Management Plans required for cost-share practices must be submitted to the 

James River SWCD office before cost-share payment can be made.  The deadline to sign-up 

for a nutrient management plan writing or revision practice is March 15, 2015. 

 

 

Participant Caps 

The Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation has removed all locally set participant 

caps and set the statewide cap at $50,000 for participants with the exception of those 

implementing animal waste and stream exclusion practices where the cap is $70,000.  This cap 

is for each individual throughout the state. 

 

  


